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\ . True Mother Church, 


- 


Or, z Shott 4 
PRACTICAL DISCOURSE 
UPON 
ACTS IE. &c. 


| by Adts 2. 41, 42. Them they that gladly re- 


cerved' his word, were baptized : and 
the ſame day there were added unto 
them about three: thouſand ſouls. And 
they continued ſtedfaſtly in the Apoſtle's- 
doitrine, and” fellowſhip, and in brea» 
king of bread, and'in prayers. 


- the firſt Chriſtian Church was gathered: 
The former part of the.Chapter is ſpent 
i relating to us the miraculous deſcent: 
of the Holy Ghoſt, which filled the Apoſtles, 
and enabled them to ſpeak withother Tongues: - : 
, & % And 


Rh £ this Chapter we have an account how- 


2 : ny he - , o, = ; ; C 1 % = . 
© «+ The True Mother Charch. . 
% » . ; 


And the firſt uſe which the Apoſtles made of | 
theſe Languages, wherewith they were ſo |. 
' firangely endued, was to publiſh the Goſpel : | 
that.mixt multitude, which confiſted of a;con- 
fluence of Strangers from aſl-Parts, did every 
man hear them ſpeak in their own Native | 
Language the wenderfull works of Ged. And up- 
on this occaſion Sr. Peter made ſuch an etffec-+ | + 
rual Diſcourſe, proving that Jeſus was both 
Lord and Chriſt, and-exhorting then 70 re- 
pent and be baptized in the name of Jeſws, that 
it won three thouſand Souls to the Chriſtian 
Religion. This great Body of men added to 
tfyles made the firit Church at Feru- * 
HB accordingly the firſt mention of 
D acualiy-in being, is after che ac- 
count given of theſe new Conrerts, in the laſt 
- verſe of this Chapter: And the Lord added © 
_ &aily to the Church ſuch as ſheuld be ſaved. 
' In the words 1 have choſen we have theſe 
two things. ' _— 


#3 


. T. We have-at account how theſe men | 
came to. be Chriftians, and the means of their | 
Converſion : Then they that gladly recervea. his | 
word were baptized. | | 
. II. We have an account cf their Religious = | - 
Aſſemblies, and the way of Worſkip uſed in- 
this Firſt and moſt Primitive Church : 44 | 
rhey ceminued ſftedfaſtly in the Apoſtles. doFrine, | 
end fellowſhip, and in breaking of bread, andin * 


/ rayers. 
F I. Firft, 


joe or ys. ens © rus Io oy Peter's {ther 


- mon, they .were convinced by: his Diſcourſe 
ithat Feſus whom they had crucitied was the. 


 Mefſizs 5; and' therefore, according to Sr..Pe- 
ters diretion,- they reſolve to: _ hin} no 
-longer-, butito caſt. themſelves down 'at. his: 

feer, and tro own him for their Lord;and'Ma- 
ter, by undertaking the Profeſſion of his Re- 


gion. Now if: we- obſerve ' the Heads of 


St.. Peter*s Diſcourſe whereby he thus convin- 
.ced:them, 'we ſhall find thac he btin gs his Ar- 


-grapheny either fram the/Miracles which obr 


viour wrought: which are a-proof. to all- 


Mankind, or | the Prophecies of the Old 


Teſtament , which were an acknowledged 
Principle among the Jews. 
1. The Miracles which our Saviour” 


. wrought, which were ſo.many Divine Teſti- 


-monies*to. the: Truth of whar he delivered. 
Every" true; Miracle . is a Teſtimonial from 
\Heaven; it is God's: Seal to warrant our be- 
lief in chat Perſon, who 1s furniſht with ſuch 


_an:extraordifdary power. It is an aſſurance: 
to the'minds of men .that a_Perſon.is ſent by: 


God; when he does thoſe things which never 
2243. "did; .(as'the People ſaid of our Saviour,) 
and God does plainly own and approve that 
Doctrine which ſuch a -one delivers, becauſe 
A 4 he 


h  deemploys his own Almighty Pc Power wo gin 
| Eradhic and belief pore 1 nqprnba1oa ART 


WI 
[IO 


; _—__ the power 


| ror Cas how far they can at, and. no 


=— rail 6 man. who has bean dead four days, 


By a ddraakc hantel w 
p t>-the' ct | Jos 


be done by a chai f abanay anll « cannor 
be attributed to any other than- the God: of 
Nature. Now: ro ſay, That 2s connet ktow 


' * o4 Miracke when wo ſas it, breequ{e: we canvet telf 


how for the power of Nature reachei, hoxr far 
ral-Couſes can oth and no farther, i isa _ 


"prot and weak Objection. Fer though we 
ig the juſt bounds and: Imits:of na- 


; though we cannor: juſt-defcribe: the 
of ung attivity , anb:fraw a:line: q- 

t we.can rall whan'is our. of the 
dAivity, and clearly ſee: when. 
0 6:0 does far ſurpaſs the virtue and'effi- 
cacy of the naturak Cauſe. As for inftance, 
+ know neo how far the power. of nawural 
-Cauſesras ga to-farch a man, who im: all-ap- 
.pearance is dead; to. life again: Therg' may 
'be rate; Spirits ahd E/ixire. of greater virtue 


chan T knourof in; this kind. But: E know 


thar Takihs, kumi, the words that our Saviaur 
uſed: ro the dead Maid, . are none; of thoſe: 


” Preparations and: Reftoratives we 1 peak of. 
- A ſes there is no; proportian atall berwixt the 


Mrans ard the End, berwixt the Cauſe and 
nhe Eifect,, To fay, 'Lataraci come: forth, will 


and 


4- a 


The True Mother Church. 5 
and'is turning to corruption, That is-ſuch a 
| Sleep, outof which men cannot beawakened 
with a call There may be; natural Caules,. 
for ought any man knows, ſufficient to. ſtop. 
the courſe of the Sun; Bur it is demonſtrable,, 
that the Voice. of a Man can be. none of thats: 
Cauſes : Sun, ſtand thow: ſtill in Gibeah,. 8 &- 
very weak 'and incompetent means to pre- 
duce fich a,mighty Effect. This is a way of? 
working peculiar to Ged a:one, to ſay, Let. 
there be light ,. and there was: light. So thats 
rheſe are true Miracles, they cannot poſlibly. 
be put- uppn- the ſcore. of Natural : Cauſes... 
Now our Saviour wrought a great many of 
theſe in his life-time, as: St, Peter puts them if 
| -mind, verſe. 22; That be was. a man approved 
« | -» of God by miracles, wonders and ſigns. which+ 
God did by him-in the midſt. of them, Bux then: 
his own Refurrection was clearly: the.finger:- 
of God. For when a,man dies,. whatever - 
ſtrange. power or skill he-may be.imagined-to: 
have, they . then leave. him, and. it is:1mpoſli;- 
| ble. that he, ſhould contribute. any. thing; to+- 
. . wards his. riſing, and coming to life. again. 
| And. this St. Peter indiſts- upon. in the. 324i 
verſe.. Th. Teſus hath God raiſed up,,zubereof 
awe are. all witneſſes. This they. were: ready 
| to juſtify, and did .afrerwards,, with. thew: 
| WMoud.. je owe, Las 7 OH 
+ 2. His:other Arguments-are: plain Tonſerena 
ces and Deductions from ſeveral. Pallages:of: 
Naw, which: he.undemiably proves: Cannot: 


Ac5: bes 
bo? 2, F- 
| 
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be.meant of David himſe'f, though he ſpake 
them in his «yn perſon, but that they were 


- Elear Prediftions of Chrilt's Reſurre&i0n and 


Atcenſion. into Heaven : As: you may. ſee in 


- the reft of his Diſcourſe. So that theſe men 


did not embrace Chriſtianity but upon good 
grounds ; they were driven. out of their un- 


belief by force of Argument,: and brought to - 
-the acknowledgment of. the Meſſiah by clear 
_ and evident Proofs + And'then they readi.y 


cloſed with St. Perer's offer, to repent and be 
baptized for the remiſſion of ſins, they gladly 
received hs word, and laid hold on it. Our 
Saviour himſelf propounded his Doctrine to 
the- World upon theſe terms, he did not de- 
fire to;/be believed: but..upon- ſufficient Evi- 
dence, -'Febz 10. 37.1 d pl 
wy Father, believe me not. He would net have 
men believe tyl they are convinced, and ſee 
eauſe for it ; nor would have us captivate 
our underſtandings to any thing, bur the rea- 
for” ofthe thing. If we are Chriſtians, we 
ought to know why we are fo, or elſe we are 
Chriſtians merely by chance. We do nor 
make' our Religion our own, but by. a. wiſe 
and cottfiderate choice of ir. Prove all things, 
faith the Apoſtle, and bold faſt rhat which 4 
od, We ctannort have any 7a/# hold even of 


 thae:which is good; till we have tried and ex- 


amined. ir, and find it worthy .to be retained, 
and-ſuch. as we cannot part with : For what 
we lightly take up, we are apt as lightly Aa 
oy > 4 : F Y 


ane not the works of _ 


OO Io d lt” g—_= 
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The True Mother Church, þ 0 
lay down. And therefore our Saviour, who | 
would 'have us Chriſtians.-not one!'y for a 


day, or a'week,- of a' month ,, but. for, our 


whole lives, would have us believe upon 


good grounds, that we-ſhall have no tempra- 


tion to alter our belief.: As he would have us 
count the coſt, andengage in his ſervice upon 

00d advice, leſt-thart: be applied: to. us whictr 
is ſaid: of the raſh Builder, 74s man began, 
but was nit: able: to'finiſh. St. Peter exhorcs' us 
to be ready to render a.reaſon of the hope. that is 

in :4; and that ſuppoſes our ability to-give a 
fatisfatory account of our: Religion : He ſup- 
poſes borh that_there is Reaſon for our Reli- 
gion, andithat eyery one ſhould have ſtudied 
the Poine; and -have-confidered rhe Reaſort: 


that-1s M1-tt;- | | 


And this tells us what we. are to- think of: 
thoſe men, thar ſtifle. all enquiry into Reli- 
gi0n;;. who-wauld have us-belteve:upon.cheir 
bare:word-; who athnme;a greater auchoriry* 
than ever 'ottr Saviour did ;;'who are noc con- 
rented, unieſs men-will captivate.cheir:Under- 
ſtandings to their Dictates, and-believe as the. 
Church believes, Thus has the Roman Church 
Ages. . This-was-not the, way, wherein Chri-: 
ſtianity was fifſt propagated: in the, World. 
Men were then. argued; reaſoned; perfaaded- 
and convinced into it. Fhis' was our Savi- 
aur's-and the. Apoftle's method;; They trea- 
ted men like men, they uſed the proper Arms 

dt E. of 
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- * of Truth,” folid Proofs-and: fiubtanriat Argue - 


mants.: they coverpowered-men withiConvic- 
_ ton, and overcame the World-with Demon- 
ration; As-their Doctrine: was- true and. 
_ good, and fuck as- would: recommend- it ſelf 


to every Man's Conſcience: ſo.their-way of 


delivering it was'-fair and- ingenucus,” and. 
_ ich a way as became heavenly Fruth: ro be: 
conveyed into the:minds and: hearts:off men; 


And this very: thing. would'tempr: man 'to-. 
believe that the Romanifts have. made ſome: 


confiderable Alteration-- in the Dottrine of 
our. Saviour, becauſe they: take ſugh a quite. 
different courſe: te/propagate/it. | iAnd as a. 
man. would-preſume beforehand; fo: he ſhalt 
_ find ir- to be -certainly true : whenever he: 


- comes to examine. their Doctrine; for they: . ! 


have in: many points transformed the wiſe: 
and holy and'harmleſs Religion of our Bletled: 
Saviour into the quite contrary. So thatinow: 


indeed. they: muſt of-neveſlicy. put out: mens. 


Byes, and:deny them theuſe of their Reaſon,, 
before they can. think of/bringing men; over: 
'to that Religion, L095 | 


 H:; L-comenow to the-ſecond*thing; whicls 


is an Account of their Religious. Allemblies,, © 


andthe way. of Worſhip uſedin_this-Firſt and- 
moſt Pritmitive-Church: of. Chriſt: - :57d (they 
continued ftedfaſtly in the. Apoſtle's. doFrine, and: 
fellowſhip, and in breaking of bread, and its 
 Frajers, Qfaheſe-i0 their order. a 
Ee | | 1: h They: 


| — _ 


The True Mother Church. © © 
' 7, They continued ſtedfaſtly in te 4poſtHe's 
doftrine; that is, they wore conſtanr- to the 
Apoftle's teaching or mſtruction,, for thas'is 
_ dhe. true ſenſe and! meaning of the: words. 
They were afliduous: and! attentive -Hearers 
of what the: Apoſtles taught. This is the-firft 
and moſt neceſſary duty of Religion. For 
how- can--men underſtand: what they are-to- 
doe, unleſs /they” are infteutted in- it 2 - Men- 
may. indeed wilkully and: wicked!ly- neglect ' 
theie known duty-; but if they- do not know 
it, they cannot perform. it if thay- would. 
And: therefore this has been always lookr up- 
| en as the firſt thing in Religion They thae 
| worfhipped' Falft' Gods, had' nevertheeſs an ' 
| Order of Men to inſftruft-the People-how-teo 
worſhip them aright, to tell them how rhoſe 
Gods. were: to: be. ſerved'; what rites:and ob- 
ſervances were proper to- appeaſe', and: ta 
gain their favour ; and on the other hand-to- 
warm them of thoſe things-which would' of 
fend: andt' incenſe 'theſe- imaginary. Deiries. 
And as the light of Nature prompted - this 
courſe to natural Men, fo God: himſelf took: 
care to have Men inſtructed in thoſe Revela- 
[ cions of his: Will which he has been pleaſed'to- 
-/> make to the World. When he gave the Law. 
| by Moſes , at 'the ſame- time- he: appointed. 
Prieſts whoſe lips ſhould preſerve knowledee,. 
thac the People. might enquire of the: Law at: 
their mouth: And accordingly it was prac: 
tiſed_ by the. Jews down.to our Savieurs times 


- 30. 
I and whos a Maſi; was; cial every » Sabbath 
gay, being 

our Bleſſed Saviour wanting; to: make the like 
proviſion. forthe. Chriſtian Church -for:they 
are ſame of the-laſt words which he. ſpoke to 
his Apeſtles;; when he bid thent reach-all-Nas 
| Hons to obſeroe all things whatſoever be. com- 
| wanded thew; Matth: 28..the rwo-laſt yerſes, 
| This he left.at; his __—_— hence. a5: -Le- 
+ £4cy $0 his Church ; And this upon the firſk 
| jy ring. of; a Church we meet within the 
- firſt-place, the Apoltle's doftrine. 

_ . (- Now as the Apoſtles were;cazefull on thei ir 
| part tofulfill cheir Maſter's pleaſurs and com: 
| mand, fo the. firſt-Chriſtians' were. as; read Y 
-, and forward to regeive-inſtruttion; which 1s 
- Expreſſed by a very full word, they continued 
© ftedfaftly in'the Apoſtles Dofrine, which im- 


plies both rhe aſſidujty and conſtancy of che 


ation, and'that they were not wearied nor 
- tired with it,' but; were fill freſh ro-chis and. 
all the other Duties.. And; indeed, ; what ,is 
- worthy. to gain and-command. mens attention, 
- f they: will-nat hearken to the. words.of _Erer-- 
al Life, nos be inſtructed in the art of ma- 
| king themſelves-happy ?. What can be.mare, 
| welcome to men, -or 'to what can-chey more, 
| willingly. give; cars, than to ſuch-Diſcourſes as. 
-1nftruQ. them in'\the things which. belong+ro. 
| their everlaſting happineſs, and ſhew ther rhe: 
2ya) of ſalvation ? For the Goſpel is what our. 
"Saviour out. of the Prophet called it, rhe {vac 

ing 
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The Fra Mnbes bare. 28 
ehing . of delierance to. the Capizves , and. t he 
opening ofs the Priſon . doers to . them . that are 


bound; And therefore what reaſonable man, 


who had any concern for- himſelf, and his 


own good, would not readily.embrace theſe 


glad ridings of Salvation, and be. very deſi- 
rous to be put into a way, that he might in- | 
herit Eternal Life ?..'Theſe good Chriſtians 
were of that mind, and purſued this favin 
knowledge with: an unwearied diligence, an 
with an uncloyed appetite. They could _ne- 
ver hear too much of what. their Blefſed Savi- 
our had done for them, and whar he expec- 
ted of them. . As their knowledge increaſed, 
ſo did their deſire of- knowing more; for as 
the Text tells us, they contivued ftedfaſtly 10 
this duty. | % 

But how diſtant is the practiſe of moſt Chri- 
ſtians now a-days from-this Primitive Pattern + 
For though we have the ſame Inſtructions of 
the Apoſtles treaſured up in their Writings, 
and conveyed down to us, yet how coldly are 
they entertained. by us | How negligent are 
men in coming to hear them ; or if they do, 
how liſte and unconcerned are they in 
hearing them ; and how regardleſs of retain- 
ing and keeping them in memory after they. 


have heard, them ! My brethren, -Ler. ug 


ſhake off this ſupine negligence; which ren- 


ders us ſo unlike theſe Ancient Chriſtians, 
and, let us be in earneſt as they were. For 
have not we fouls to fave as well as they had, * 
* 


'. #2 _ The True Mither Charch.© 

- - and ought not- ones: to! be altogerher as dear- 

and /pretious to'us.? And' therefore let us;. 
though-we. have not the Apoſtles, thoſe Li- 


ng Ovacles,. preſent with us, yer be as care- 


of © 

full:to hear, reade; mark; learn, and inward: 
y fg their rites Inftrufions ; becauſe. by. 
them: they ſt /prak to us,. and'declare to ws 
 thewhilt Counſel of God :-And'let us ſhew our: 
{elves to beChviſtians; by being like thoſe who. 
No before us.in that holy Religion. 

' 2, They, continuetl ſtedfaſtly in' felhowſpip, 
zurovie, which ſignifies not fo much common- 
ſociety as- communication, and a' free: diſtri- 
bution to the neceflicies'of others. And in. 
this, they continued with the fame fteadineſs 
/ and: perſeverance. as they did in hearing the. 

Dactrine of the Apoſties. They. did not onely: 

- perform duties which coſt them norhing; but. 
- they-made-charity. and the. higheſt liberality. 
_ one. of chieir. Uivine. Offices. They did not. 

| appear before, the Lord” empty, bur they of- 

- fered co; him char Chriſtian Sacrifice, with: 
which he'is well pleafed; And not onely this 
ficit Church of Feru{alew, whoſe: liberality. 
_ was -{o great, that no. man. counted any ob; 
| his .Poſfeſſions his: own, but: they. had: all. 
| things.in.common; And ſo much for the ho-- 
hour of Chriſtianity, that ſome men not.un-- 


* reaſonably think ic. is recorded. in. the Creed; 


 and.thar-thar Arricle, ,;he communion, or com- 
| Munication,. of the Saints, refers-to this mats- 


> rer.:. Efay. befides this Church, it is plain that: 
[WE xs | | | 


-_ 
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The 'Frue' Mother Ehurth. 17 
-dthers likewite; had the fare: practice; and 
Religious Afﬀemblies.; at which tirhe-St- Panl 
: wiſhes thern+ to! make. the Callettions which 
:be had fecommended to them, :as| being-rhie 
proper ſeaſon for thoſe: good- acts, ' And this 
liberaliry and mutual fupplying of one ano- 
-ther's:wams; did plainly: ſhew, that they e- 
- Reemed themſelves as Fellow-members of the 
fame: Body ; and that they were perſettly 

_ -uhired ini their hearts and affetions, and ried 
z together in the bonds of love and charity, 


which our Saviour. often mentions as the ſi- 
reſt ſign and. mark of his Diſciples, © 


' 3. Another Religious Office , in which 
'they: were as conſtant; was hreeking-of bread, 
1 e thac' is; receiving: rhe! Sacrament,: The bread 
that we break, fays St. Paul, is it not the com 
municn. of the Body. of Chrift * So. great was 
the Devotion of theſe firft Chriſtians, that 
none of their Religious Aſſemblies paſſed, in 
which they did not: make this ſolemn comme- 


'  moration. of: 'our Saviour, and: fbew forth his * 
'| _ -&eath.  "Fhey conſtantly kept up.the memory 

| of their dying Lord, by this image of his bro- 

4 Ken, and wonndcd, and crucified Body; and 


they would have lookt upon their other Re- 
ligious Services as lame-and.defetive without 
this. They had fo lively-a fenſe of our Savi 
eur's great Love in dying for them, that they 
f delighted; to: have the pledges and tokens of 
' «+ often. in. their bands: And- at ftill re- 
| | newed 
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'newerdthe"fenſe';of his infinite love, and: fo 
diſpoſed -rh&hvto receive the Commiunion the 
' Morerreadily again. ' Our Saviour's Blau was 
feill arm, ('as St. Ferome' ſays; tpeakinig of 
theſe-early:times;) and; theſe firſt Chriſtians 
endeavoured to keep it /o, by their devout and 
- frequent remembrances of it. And.indeed'it 
. was their conſtancy: in this ho!y-performance 
-which-quickened and pur life into all their e- 
ther Religious Actions. .- That: aſtohiſting:In- 
{Rance of our Saviour's Love, whict: they' be- 
held in the-Sacramenr, inflamed their heares | 
. with /owe and: charity towards their:poor Bre- - 
thren ; and-made them deſirous to #naw' 10- 
[thing but. Feſus Chriſt, and-him-crucified; And 
-  by:rhey: were. kkewife: mightily; encouraged 
in. their'prazers and*addrefles to Gad, for sf he .. | . 
.bad given them his $0, how ſhould: he nat toge- 
-ther with him give them all things, as the Apo- ' 
-ſtle argues. What more prevailing mediation {! 
could they uſe to obtain-the pardon of thew : 
Sins, and- the love and::favour'of God, and 
grace to help in time of need, than the: blou- 
dy Death of our Saviour, which-had purcha- þ! 
Kd all theſe things for them ? And'this fre- | 
quent remembrance of our- Saviour's: Death * 
was not-onely a help-to them in. their other 
Religious Exerciſes, which no queſtion- was a 
_reaſon of their often receiving the Sacrament, 
+ur likewiſe very inſtrumental to a good life. 
'For if men did but carry about with them the 
thoughts of our Saviour's Death , how horrid 


a 


would 
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would $;n appear:to. them: which killed- the 


Lord of life and glory ? ' And how. daygeroas, 
which expoſed. that moſt-innacent Perſon, the 
Lamb of-God,, to ſuch bloudy Sufferings?; For 
as our Saviour ſaid, If theſe things be done'ins 


green-tree," hat ſhall be dene in the dry ? If he 
ſuſfered ſo deep for the fins of others, what - 
Will become of us,; if. God ſhould puniſh our 
own fins upon our own heads ? And as our 


-Saviour's Death'contains in:it the-greateft ar- 
. 'Suments againſt Sing: ſo-it likewiſe lays: upon 


us the greateſt obligations to; obedience, tolove 
and ſerve our Lord even. to. the deach ;;who 
emptied ail his Veins, and ſhed: his af Bloud 
-for 'our ſakes. ;This puts us in| mind to be true 
-$o him, who: has:done and ſuffered fo wuch 
for us. And therefore' the ancient Chriſtians - 


in times of: Perſecution uſed to: keep- the -Sa- 


crament by them, that it might: be always in 
a readineſs to ſtrengthen their Fideliry 'to 
Chriſt, and to bind them the faſter to the 
Profeſtion::of his holy Re'iigion.. And-they * 
not onely lookt-upon. it as that which would 
arm them with re/o/ution and conftancy in their 
Chriſtianity, but likewiſe as an obligation to a 
bely and innocent life, This is the Account that 
Fliny gives to the Emperour- Trajan of the 
Chriſtians in his time, that he had informed 
himſelf as well as he could of what the Chri- 
ftians did in their Aſſemblies, and-rhe ſum of 
ic was this. That being met together upon an 
eppointed dzy, Which ſeems to be the Landy 

ays 


"IG Yhe Trae Mother Chath, 
F of praiſe ts Chriſt as vo. 


ſebves by '@ Sacrament 


- And therefore what reaſon can men. now 
igive why they \neglett ſo holy and fo ufefutt 
atv Infticution ? Have not we' as mach need. 
'to arm our felves- againſt remptations to fin, 
-as they had-? - Or are we fo perſett- char we 
fe above thoſ> means of grace, and thoſe 
td? No firehys; Mens ' Conſtiences' te! 
theforbherwiſe. But the eruth is, Men nek 
"ther are, nor' are willing to be, fo: holy as 
thoſe Men were: - For if they would but ex- 
amine their Hearts why. they are fo loath to. 
come-ro the Sacrament, I doubt nor but the- 
mainreafon which lies at the bottorh is this ; 
Becauſe it would engage them te a greater 
- firictneſs of life than they are willing ro un- 
| dergo. If they receive the Sacrament, rhey 
; . awnſt leave their Sims, which they are loath to 


part with; they ſhall be obliged 7 forgive. - 


| Their Enemies, whom they had rather be re- 
 vengedof;; ina. word\, they ſhalt evrer inrs 


| mew engagements, whereas they had rather be 


tree, and at their liberty. Now if Men 


would. 


They were much in this pr 
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aud rightly undevſtand things, theſe are 
the greateſt Motives. in- the World to. per- 
fade them to be frequent at. the Communi- 
on ; That it may engage us to leave-our yins, 
that fo iniquity may nat be our ruine-: That 
it may reſtrain us from evil,. and prompt us 
to obedience : That it may be a tye upon us 
not to yndoe our ſelves, and may further. us. 
in our way to everlaſting Happineſs ; That 
by the repeated exerciſes of loving and 
prailing God in this: holy Ordinance , we 
may be prepared to ſpend 8 happy -Eternity 
in thoſe blailed Employments. So that thoſe 
things which make Men {oath to come to the 
Communion, are indecd if thay be duly con- 
ſidered the greateſt Arguments to draw them 
thither : And it is a hard thing that-men 
ſhould be hindered and kept back from a 
duty, by the very «dvarreges and encourage- 
ments of it. | 4. 
4. The laſt thing, in a word, which they 
alſo continued ftedfaſt and conſtant in, was. | 
their Prazers-and Religious Addreſſes to: God: 
both for themſelves, and for others ;_as alſo. 
in Praiſes and. Thankigivings, wherein they 
poured out. their hearts before God, 'and+ | 
mado known their Requeſts. to him, . and: - 
bleſſed him. for his mercies. They were on- | 
feaxt at the Throne of Grace, as being: ſure; | 
> be ſupplied from Heaven with. chaſe:good- | 


p- 


things, which chey could nat.give-ther/elwes. : 
: and de-. y 
hghtfull ; 


be Trac Mother þ Church, 


; Tis vrfull converſe: wich God, afid in paying 
. this FPorſhip to him! which' exerciſtsall pious 
|  graces'#r"-026, ' and gives God the Hhotiour'of 
all his Attributes; 'of his goodne(s), and: wiſe- 
" dom, and .reaag, of dominion and pro- 
vidence over Us. -- 

- Thus] have given you in ſhort a Pattern 
of the Primitive Piety , that by beholding 
. your firſt - Anceſtours' in Chriſtianity,” you 
may be incited to follow them, and bluſh to 
 ſre' your ſelves come ſo far 'behind them. 
'Fhat you may ſee what a Believer was, and 
what that name ſignified in thoſe days; thar 
ſo you may endeavour-to fill up that glorious 
rite; by: ſach holy and devout lives as they 
led-:- that you may-imitate them inthe con- 
ſtancy and' unweariedneſs e their devout” 
Exerciſes, continuing: ftedfaſt , in the Apoſtle's 
doftrine, and in fellowſhip, in breaking of bread, 


and in prayers. 


. The! irly Chriſtian Church muſt needs be 


a ſafe.Parrern fot us to imitate. TheifitſFand' 
- moſt perfedt-in.afiy kind-is the meaftire and” 
| ſtandard: of. all hdres in” that” kind: And 
| ſurely nothing could 'be -wanting to that 
| Church, . in which'rche Apoſtles vere preſent, 
- and into which-they- poured forth all their 
' Dorine. Arid therefore every'other Chureh: 
Is morg'or leſs pure:ang perfett; 'as it is more'. 
or le&-conformable to this Firſt” Qhurch of 
| Feruſalem, which'is the Mother of us all. Now 
4 we > ſhould try the Reman Church, which- 
pretends 


7 


\ 


other ch urch, = F 196: 


"op to ts che gs Catholick:and-Apo- 
= urch;'by the-marks-and characters: 


of this "hich: we kwow'to. be Apoſtolick; we 
cannot burvſee rhar: it has very much dege-- 
neratet/ and departed from it; -  * 

They have plainly corrupted the Apoſtles 
Do&rine, and have changed-the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion .into-quite 'anorber thing: than what it is: 
in the Scriprure;:: Fo 

They-will-have no. manner. of fellowſhip 
with. other. Chriſtians, unleſs they will ſub-- 
mit. to :heir Errours and. Corruptions. They 
are fallen very: much beneath the Ancient 
Chriſtian Charity, I need not ſay how much. 

\ They? have mangled , and maimed, and' 
transformed the Sacrament. Inſtead of. brea- 
king of Bread , they aboliſh the Bread, and- 


ſacrifice our” Saviour : Inſtead. of delivering 


the People the.Cup, they drink it. up them- 
ſelves : And: inſtead of giving them. that Sa-- 
cramental Bread: which our Saviour left chem, / 


_ they give them a: Srone:; I mean'ithe bard - 


Doctrine of .'Tranfubſtantiation. . © . 
As:for their Prayers, they are ſuch As: the 
Apoſtles and firſt Believers never uſed,. direc- 
ted to Angels, and'to dead. Men : And ſuch - 
as the generality of the People canner join 
with them therein, for they are likewiſe in.a 
dead Language, which has'not:been ſpoken 
almoſt this thouſand years; and all over 
Chriſtendom, at this time, not one in a hun- 


ded under ſtands i it, 
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git, who have 1Þ viſibly: departed: fromthe: ; | 
Hf Church qhat was planted inthe World - | 
_ Have:they. mort reaſon to: infult aver us / UE 
ask us, Where was aur Churas before: Lu 


. Cranmer?. inten 0 ars qblane andal Ne. 


it -js4ere inthis Scripture, wheretheirsis not £6 - 
be und, ifwe the rt Faith which way | + 
once for alldelivered to the Saints and perry; 
the ſame/Olkices, and:pradtice tlie 


wie are of the ;/awe:Churah. Far if wes 


in theſe things which make up a Church, ; 
neither Jiftanae. of Time nor of * lorwtind Fi 
vide us,. ar hinder us-from being of the Gme. 


- -Church.- This is the true -Catholick Church 


which: we :always deſire to be; of, :to-hold: 


What was from. he beginning , Os 


form our Klvcs to that Firft Aſſembl 
| ,. which Ancient Churches : 


Frovap mal acknowledge to be zoe nada: 


' let us: be ſure: to lead, Primitive Lxues, 


. and Gidfinns: Practice. to a:faund Þairh-: 
#.  Orelſe we cercainly periſh; thoughtit be. 
'J In an  npolck Church; 1 will ſave.us/no6- 


more than it did Fudas to be one _ COOL 
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